
City of Arlington Preferred Building Materials 

 

Building Materials 

1. Exterior Wall Materials 

a. A minimum of two distinct building materials from the preferred 

material list shall be utilized on all façades to provide architectural detail 

and interest. 

b. For purposes of this section, preferred materials shall be defined as: 

(i) Stone or brick laid up unit by unit and set in mortar; 

(ii) Exterior portland cement plaster (stucco) with three coats over 

metal lath or wire fabric lath; 

(iii) Cultured stone, cast stone, or natural stone panels; 

(iv) Architecturally finished block (i.e. burnished block or split faced 

concrete masonry units), only up to 4 feet above the foundation or 

surrounding grade; 

(v) Exterior Insulation and Finish System (EIFS), but only for trim and 

eaves; 

(vi) Cementitious fiberboard siding, provided that: 

(1) It may only be used on multi-family structures that are 

three stories or less in height, and 

(2) Each side of a structure may contain a maximum coverage 

of 50 percent cementitious fiberboard siding; 

(vii) Metal cladding; or 

(viii) Other material deemed appropriate for the architectural style, 

as approved by the Zoning Administrator. 

(ix) The use of wood for trim, accents, or soffits, may be permitted if 

approved by the Zoning Administrator. 



2. Roofing Design and Materials 

a. Asphalt shingles, composite or synthetic shingles, standing-seam metal, 

or tile roofs are allowed. 

b. Pitched roofs, if provided, shall have a minimum pitch of 6:12 on single 

story or two-story buildings, and a minimum pitch of 4:12 on buildings 

three-stories or taller. 

c. Other roof types shall be appropriate to the architectural style of the 

building. 

d. Architectural elements that add visual interest to the roof, such as 

dormers and masonry chimneys are encouraged. 

e. Flat roofs shall require parapet screening. Parapets shall be constructed 

of the same material as the primary façade. 

3. Awnings and Overhanging Eaves 

Awnings and overhanging eaves may be constructed of industry-accepted metal, 

canvas, and woven vinyl. 

4. Retaining Walls 

A retaining wall that is three feet in height or taller and that is not part of an 

improved drainage channel shall be constructed of masonry, stained concrete, or 

textured concrete. 

 


